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7.1.1

7.1.2

7.1.3

FURNITURE, EQUIPMENT AND BEDDING

STANDARD

Age-appropriate furniture, equipment and bedding are to be provided and maintained in
good order.

Rationale

Age-appropriate furniture and equipment, in sound repair, assists in maintaining children’s safety
and wellbeing, and supports their development.

Each child should have individual access to a bed/culturally appropriate bedding to promote their
undisturbed sleep. The provision of bed linen and implementation of adequate hygiene measures
are necessary to minimise the risk of cross-infection.

(For overnight care requirements, refer to Standard 18: Overnight Care.)

Furniture and equipment

Where applicable, furniture and other equipment must comply with and be maintained so that it
continues to meet relevant Australian Standards.

Equipment to support the program

a) There must be adequate, appropriate equipment available to meet the age/developmental
stages of the children in care.

b) Equipment is to be maintained in a good state of repair, and, if damaged or unsafe, it must be
inaccessible to children.

c¢) Equipment must not pose a hazard to children.

Nursery equipment
a) Cots

i) The carer must use or provide for use cots which meet the Australian Standard
2172:1995 (Household Cots) or Australian Standard 2195:1999 (Folding Cots).

i) Cots must be:
a. safely positioned;
b. free of transfers, and any string, ribbon, ties or beading; and
c. free of all types of cot bumpers (padding tied to the cot).
b) Bunks
i) Top bunks must not be used by children in care.
ii) Bunk ladders must be inaccessible to children in care.
c) High/low chairs (chairs with a tray)
i) Children must be supervised when in a high or low chair.

ii) An age-appropriate five-point safety harness is to be used to protect a child sitting in a
high or low chair.

d) Prams and strollers
i) Children must be supervised at all times when in a pram or stroller.
ii) The carriage must not be overloaded.
iii) An age-appropriate safety harness is to be fitted and adjusted to each child.

iv) Asageneral rule, prams and strollers are not to be used for children to sleep in. However,
if a child does fall asleep in a pram or stroller, the carer must continue to supervise the
child.

e) Walkers and jolly jumpers

Walkers and jolly jumpers must not be used.
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7.1.4

7.1.5

7.1 .6

Cots/beds

Each child in care is to have access to an age-appropriate bed or cot.

Storage of beds/mattresses
When not in use, beds/mattresses must be:
a) cleaned;

b) aired; and

c) stored appropriately.

Bed linen

a) There must be sufficient bed linen (eg sheets/doonas/blankets; and impervious mattress
covers, where required) to ensure that children do not share the bed linen prior to laundering
the bed linen.

b) After each use, the bed linen must be:
i) laundered; or

ii) each child’s linen stored separately.



Nursery furniture is a significant factor in almost 20% of the injuries to children in their first year. It
is important that carers choose equipment and furniture which incorporate recommended safety
standards, and/or which comply with applicable Australian Standards. It is the carer’s responsibility
to:

« follow manufacturer’s instructions with regard to care and safe maintenance of nursery
furniture and equipment;

« have a management plan in place for the replacement of items which no longer meet the
relevant Australian standard; and

« access up-to-date information about safety standards.

What are relevant Australian Standards?
Current, relevant Australian Standards include:
Household Cots: Australian Standard 2172:1995
Folding Cots: Australian Standard 2195:1999
Prams and Strollers: Australian Standard 2088
Bunks: Australian Standard 4220: 1994 is mandated under both Australian Government (Trade
Practices) and Tasmanian (Sale of Hazardous Goods Act 1977) legislation. This concerns guardrails,
ladder, mattresses, etc. For information, go to the website of the Tasmanian Office of Consumer
Affairs and Fair Trading at http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/ca/product-safety/fi_Sheet_bunk.
How can | find out about standards for nursery furniture?
Information can be obtained from:
»  Standards Australia (http://www.standards.com.au)
«  The Australian Ministerial Council on Consumer Affairs (http://www.consumer.gov.au)
«  The Tasmanian Office of Consumer Affairs and Fair Trading (http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/ca)
«  Kidsafe (Child Accident Prevention Council) (http://www.greenweb.com.au/kidsafe)
+ Infant Nursery Products Association of Australia (http://www.inpaa.asn.au)
+ Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (http://www.accc.gov.au/) - go to ‘Product

Safety’.

Is there any further information available about products (such as nursery furniture)
which are safe?

Yes. An example is a Safebaby Code booklet. The Code is based on research into children’s injuries
and nursery products, undertaken by groups including the Monash University Accident Research
Centre. The Code outlines when Australian Standards or voluntary standards apply. For products
where there is no standard the Code outlines where research has been used in the design of safety
features, for example high chairs, change tables and playpens.

(This booklet is available through Kidsafe and Infant Nursery Products Association of Australia.)

What do | need to look for in children’s furniture?

Where there is an Australian Standard, it is the carer’s responsibility to check a product
against that standard.

If a product meets an Australian Standard, this will usually be included on the product label.
Generally, children’s furniture should:

« be of appropriate height, size and construction for children;

« have smooth surfaces, rounded corners, no sharp edges or points;
« appropriately use non-toxic materials;

« be of appropriate weight, stability and sturdiness; and

« have no entrapment hazards.

(Note: This is not a definitive list.)

Use of appropriate furniture will assist to minimise accidents, and enhance the development of
children’s confidence and self-esteem.
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Consideration of the carer’s own health and safety, eg appropriate techniques to lift children into
chairs/cots, etc, is also important.
What do | need to look for in cots/beds?

Until children are approximately 18 months of age, cots are recommended as the most appropriate
‘bedding.

It is compulsory that all cots sold, whether new or secondhand, comply with the relevant Australian
Standard. It is recommended that the carer use the Australian Standard 2172:1995 (Household
Cots) as a guide.

Porta-cots: Porta-cots are recommended ONLY where they meet Australian Standard 2195:1999,
and used in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions, such as the assembly of the porta-cot,
the weight and height of a child who can use a porta-cot, etc.

My cot does not meet the Australian Standard - what do 1 do?

It is recognised that the carer may need to plan financially for the replacement of a cot that does
not meet the Australian Standard.

In that case, the carer must develop a realistic management plan, and discuss this with the approved
registration body/Child Care Unit.

What other factors should | consider?
Research indicates that important factors include:

- the manner in which the cot is decorated (eg ribbon, ties, beading, etc) could cause dangers to
children;

« location of the cot, ie keep cot away from cords, power points, etc;

+ maintenance (eg metal parts to be corrosion free; no flaking paint or transfers; wooden
components not splintered or damaged, etc);

+ the mattress, ie when the mattress is pushed firmly to one side of the cot, the gap between the
other side and the cot should be no greater than 2.5 cm.

Ongoing maintenance of nursery equipment?

Regular checks are essential for the safety of children and the carer, and to satisfy the carer’s
duty of care requirements.

Where a cot/piece of nursery equipment is damaged or unsafe, it must be inaccessible to child.

For registration/ licensing, the applicant will need to provide the following:

« Where the cot meets Australian Standards, documentation, eg labels, which demonstrates
compliance.

+ Where existing cot/s and nursery equipment do not meet Australian Standards, a reasonable
management plan outlining replacement of the cot/s and equipment.

«  Details of replaced equipment.

explanatory notes furniture, equipment and bedding



self-assessment guide turniture, equipment and bedding

uolssnasip Aq passasse aq ||im

‘pasn 3¢ 1ou 1snw siadwin( jjof pue sisyjepm
siadwnr Ajjor pue sudjjjep (@

PIIY> 241
35IA1I9ANS 0} SNUIIUOD IsNW J31ed 3y} 49)j043s Jo weld e up daajse [je} Sa0p pIyd
e J1 ‘1aAdMOH Ul daajs 0} UaJp|Iyd Joj pash aq 0} Jou aie sweld ‘B|nJ [esduab e sy

‘PIIYd yoes 03 paisnipe pue pa1iy aq 01 s ssauiey A1ayes ayelidoidde-abe uy

‘PaPEOLISA0 3 10U Isnw dberied ay|
14310415 40 weid e ul uaym sawiy [je 1e pasialadns aq 1snw ualpjyd (1
sia|jjoas sweld (p

J1eyd moj 4o ybiy e ur bumis
pIIy> e 329304d 03 pasn aqg 03 sI ssauley A1a4es jujod-any aendoidde-abe uy

“J1eYd> Moj/ybiy e ur usym pasiaiadns ag Isnw ualpjiyd
(Keay e yum sareyd) sareyd moj/ybiH

] ] si3]|041s/sweid/siieyd moj/ybiy/syung/si0d a1 sainseaw A1a4es Jo Huipueisispun INoA
1uawdinba siyy 01 sabueyd Aue usaq aney a1ayl JI padse 248 Ul UIp|IY> 0} 9]qissa20eUl 99 1SN SIapPe|iUng
] ] 99 [|IM noA piodal uo SI9||041s pue sweld/siieyd moj/ybiy/syung/s/10d 2l s|ielad "24ed Ul uaJp|Iyd Ag pasn aq Jou Isnw syung dol (1
Buisuadij-a1/uoneysibal-ai 104 syung (q
| ] pasn aq 10u 1snw siadwin( Ajjof/s1syjem 1ey) Juswainbal sy) puelsispun No "(303 3y1 01 pan buipped) s1adwing 103 Jo sadAy jje jo sa1)
| ] ssauley A19jes yum pany o 1snw weid pue ieyd moj/ybiH pue Buipeaq 4o san ‘uogqu ‘Buliis Aue pue ‘sigjsuei) Jo 33y °q
uolssnasip Ag passasse aq !(sp10> adeip/pullq wouy Kkeme H63) pauonisod Ajajes e
] ] si9]|01s/sweid/sireyd> moj/ybiy/syung/s10d a1 sainsesw A1a4es Jo Buipuelsispun INoA g IsNW S10Y (I
213 303 343 3ybnog nok *(s30D Buipjod) 1:G61Z PJepuelS ueljesIsny Jo (510D P|OYISNOH) S661:C/L
9)ep Y} JO SDUIPIAS S| 10 ‘PIRPURLS SY3 SI92W 10D Y3 SMOYS YdIYM UOIIRIUSWNIOP D BUIPIOd) 6661°56 LT PEPURIS UB| v D PIoy H) s66lc/le
A 65 (510~ BUIP|0g) ' JepUEIS UBI[e11sNY 10 (5103 POYaSNOH) pJiepueis ueljesIsny 199w YdIYM S10d 3sn 10j dplaoid 1o dsn Isnw Jaied Yyl (I
0 0 0 dWOs dAeY NO: (530D buIp|o4) 666 :S61T piepuelS Ueljelsny 10D ploy H
G661 T/LT piepuel§ ueljesisny JOYMS S/399W S/300 dU} 1Byl MOYS ISNW NOA sjo) (e
Buisuadij/uonesysibas jeniui 1o4 aimjuing K1asinN WA
] ] juawdinba pabewep anowas 01 9de|d Ul sainpadold sAey ISNW NOA “uaIpIY> 03 piezey e asod Jou 1snw uswidinby (3
] ] vwiwmno‘wn 1M Juawdinba jo Jiedas jo aels ay | \UBIPIYD O} S|qISS3IILUI 5 1SN 3 “B4esUN
] ] 2482 UNOK Ul UIP|IY> 3Y3 104 d|geins ‘ Juswidinba sjeudoidde aaey Isnw NOA | 4o pabeuep J1 pue ‘edal Jo a1e3s poob e Ul paulelulew aq o) s| Juawdinb3 (g
Buisuadij-a1/uoneysibal-ai 104 .
2JBD Ul UIp|IYd 3Y3 Jo sabeis [euswdojanap
] ] passasse aq ||1m yuawdinba aiendoidde Ajjesuswidojaaap jo Buipueisiapun Inoy | /268 dy1 193w 01 3jge|ieae wswdinba djendoidde ‘s1enbape aq isnw 2Byl (e
Buisuadij/uoneisibal jeniui 104 weiboad ayj 110ddns 03 Juswdinby ra WA
PassNSIp 34 |[IM SPJepuelS UeljeIIsNy JUBAS|] Y3im dueljdwod Buinuiuod JNog
] L] Buisuadij-a1/uoneaysibal-ai 104
955955e 3] ||IM (S210N Aloreue|dx] 93s) syung ‘sid)|01s 'Spiepue)S Uel|eJISNY JUBAS|J }99W 0} SINUIIUOD 31 JeY) OS paulejulew
] ] p q | Jung 'si9)| piep | | yrosp
/sweud ‘s305 (buip|oy) eriod ‘s100 63 ‘SpiepuelS UeljeiISNY JURAS|J JO SSDUDIBME INOA | ue yum Adwod isnw uswdinba Jayio pue ainyuiny ‘s|gedidde azsym
pIo} piep | 194§ q pue y | yio p! 4} '91qed]| 4
Buisuadij/uonesysibas jeniui 1o4 juawdinba pue ainjiuing [NWVA
ON S9A
paepue)s yum ipasedaad
Aidwod pue | syuswndop
SaIANY/SUBWIWO) | puessispun| a1y paepueis s1y} 399w o plepuels 19y
19p40 poob ul pauiejuiew pue papinroid 3q 0} d4e buippaq pue yuswdinba ‘ainjiuiny ajeridosdde-aby

INIAA3E ANV INIWGINOT ‘TANLINING : £ QAVANYLS




'S/MSIA Buisuadij/uoiiesisibas 0y Joud 919|dwod Aew Jaie)
's/USIA Buisuadij/uoliensibal 03 Joud 219|dwod Aew uaied

1UWN|OD) SALIDNY/SIUBWWOD °C
:uwinjod uofeIUBWND0QJ *|

NOILYNVY1dX3
*A|91esedds palols uaul| s,pJIYd Yyoes
Jo ‘passpune| (I
] ] POM3IASI 3 |[IM D13 ‘sainpad0id NOA 150 1SNW UBU| 3Y3 '9SN Yoe3 JAYY (]
Buisuadij-ai/uonea)sibal-ai 104 .
uaul| pag ay3 buuaspune| o3 Joud uauy|
ade|d ur sainpadoud | P29 3Y3 21eyS 10U Op UBIP|IYD 3By} 3INsud 03 (palinbal 313ym ‘sI3n0D Ssaiiew
] L] Huuspune| a1eudoidde pue ‘usul paq jo Alddns juspYNs B aAey ISNW noy | SNOIAIRAWI pue 'S1a¥ue|g /SEUOOP/S1d3Ys 63) UdUI| Paq JUBIDLYNS 3 IsNWi aidyL (e
Buisuadij/uonesysibas jeniul 104 usulpeg| 91/
] ] pamainal a4 ||1m sainpadoid Inop *Aj21endoidde paois (0
Buisuadij-a1/uoneysibal-ai 104 pue ‘pase  (q
sassalew ‘pauesp (e
L] [] pue spag ai01s/die/uedd 03 dde|d ul sainpadosd djeudoidde aAey Isnw NOA 190 ISNW SISSINEW/SPA] ‘DSN IDYY
Buisuadij/uonesysibas eniui 1o4 sassaljjewl/spaq jo abeioys | S/
] ] sabueyd Aue uaaq aAeY 3133 JI PAXSE 3] [|IM NOA {PI0d3I UO SPAG/S102 3l S|1e1d(
Buisuadij-ai/uonealsibal-ai 104
104 218D [|IM NOA UBIP|IYD
] ] 40 Jaquunu 3y} o} spaq alelidoidde-abe/s100 Jo JaqUINU JUIDLYYNS B DARY ISNW NOA 10D Jo paq deudoidde-abe ue 01 ss9de dARY O3 SI 31ed Ul P|Iyd yde3
Buisuadij/uonenysibal jenu 104 spaq/s10d | L.

Uippaq pup |

Uaudinba ‘adnjiudni apInb juawssasse-|os




